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The Collector-Dealer-Shooter staff is proud to have pre- | the lever on the tang, in small numerals, just behind the trigger.

ited to our subscribers the most informative articies ever.

itten on early Winchesters.

The information presented in our previous Winchester

icles is entirely new, and has never before been in print.

ly after examination of hundreds of each model did the

icles appear in the Collector-Dealer-Shooter.

Because the stock of back issues containing this valuable
ormation is very low, and for the benefit of our thousands

new subscribers, we will discuss the most important variations

1 models here.

Due to the scarcity of some early models and variations,

ny collectors have not had the opportunity to study and !

imine them. Consequently, we believe this study will be of
at interest to both the beginner and the advanced collector.

THE MODEL 1866

To serial No. 135,000 they were so placed. Afer this
number they were placed at the rear of the lever. Earlier

numbers are in block numerals, while later they were in script.

On the Henry rifle a great defect was the slotted magazine
tube. On May 22 of 1866 Nelson King of Bridgepor:,

- Connecticut patented a new loading system, and on May 2¢

There were about 157,000 ’66 carbines and rifles made, |

1 while this seems like a large number, they are scarce to-
7. The scarcity is not false, and the value placed on them
usually lower than the true value. Every one of the Win-
sster Collectors wants a 66, since it is the first Winchester,
1 as long as they are still obtainable they are buying them.

'w collectors searching for one or more at all times, and

se who have one but want a better one keep the values on |

upgrade. To put it simply, there are constantly more wanted |

| constantly less available.

The serials on 66’s did not start with number one —
inchester began numbering them where Henry left off.
actly how many Henrys were made is not known, nor
ere the serials on 66’s begin. It is the authors opinion that

66 numbering began around 13,750. Numbers from
ut 13,750 to 19,000 will be found on the lower tang, on
left side, under the stock. After 19,000 they are under

he assigned it to Oliver F. Winchester. Many devices o
improve the loading system were experimented with and
patented at this time. When they had what was 2 useful, de-
pendable system, they began production, and on the barrel
was: HENRY’S PATENT—OCT. 16, 1860. KING’S
PATENT—MARCH 29, 1866, in two lines.

- By serial number 22,000 the marking was changed to:
WINCHESTERS REPEATING ARMS. NEW HAVEN
CT. KINGS IMPROVEMENT—PATENTED MARCH
29, 1866. OCTOBER 16, 1860, also in two lines:

Here we see the earliest type of model 1866 frame. Notice
the curve and drop ot the rear of the frame, forward of the
hommer. It greatly resembles its ancestor, the Henry rifle;
no flare at the juncture of the frame and forend. The forend
has been removed to show how the magazine tube is slightiy
inset into the barrel. Two screws hold the loading port cover,
while later issues have but one. Side plates are dovetailed
front and rear, and do not have the additional screw forward
of the hammer screw. An interesting and rare early Win-
chester. Compare with other photos of the model 1866 in this







