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WINCHESTER FIRST MODEL 1873 1 OF 1000

I purchased a Winchester First Model 1873 with the barrel
marked in Arabic "1 of 1000". The lower tang had been
replaced with one bearing the serial number 160237A.

As noted in George Madis' letter dated March 28, 1967 to Mr.
Jim Cope, the lower tang was a relacement at that time.
After studying the configuration of the firearm, I concur
with George's findings that the rifle originally had a set
trigger which failed and was replaced with the higher
numbered lower tang. The original lower tang has been
missing since recorded ownership of the rifle.

This lower tang [serial number 160237A] was from a Third
Model 1873 Winchester. It did not have a set trigger and did
not fit the frame properly. I replaced the lower tang and
its component parts with a First Model 1873 single set
trigger lower tang assembly, serial number 15997. The frame
and lower tang now fit properly, and the rifle is in its
original configuration. All other component parts are
original to the rifle.

S :
David P. Bichrest

November 15, 1992




WINCHESTER MODEL 1873 1 OF 1000
serial number 3414

First Model - Blued Frame
serial number 15997 with replaced lower tang

Rifle
44 WCF
24" Octagon Barrel
Full Magazine
Crescent Rifle Buttplate
Sporting Front Sight
Sporting Rear Sight
Straight Grip
Plain Walnut Stocks
Single Set Trigger
Thumb-print Dust Cover

Both right and left sideplates stamped inside
inside with assembly number 516

Buttstock stamped with assembly number 1740
in mortise for upper tang

Buttplate stamped on inside heel with assembly number 1740

The replacement lower tang, serial number 15997 is stamped
on the left hand side with assembly number 2769







