George Madis
Brownsboro, Texas 75756

1895 Second Model Deluxe Rifle Serial Number 38557

I have carefully examined this rare rifle, inside and out, and have
determined it is all original as made by Winchester. e - -

According to the remaining records, this rifle was made in 1902. In
the warehouse records, now at the Buffalo Bill Historical Center in Cody,

Wyoming, this is listed as a rifle in caliber .35; barrel shape: matted; fancy

checkered stock; sights: Lyman Hunting front, Leaf and Receiver sights; T
screw eyes; Cheek piece. It was received in the warehouse on September

29, 1902, and shipped out on September 30, 1902, on order number 155044. e

Outside barrel markings and caliber markings are correct and original. s
Under the barrel are seen various markings stamped into the metal--“VP”
inside an oval, “N.S.”, and “35 W.C.F.”. “VP” inside an oval stands for R -
“yiewed-proved”, indicating the gun had been proof-fired and visually
inspected as well as gauged and approved. “N.S.” indicates the barrel was
made of nickel-steel. “35 W.C.F.” indicates the caliber. Other marks are
those of assemblers, fitters and inspectors.

Under the forend, on the receiver, we find the marking “I” inside 2™~
triangle, along with the letter “H”. Winchester’s general inspection mark
was the letter “I” inside a triangle, and the letter “H” is the stamp of an
assembler or fitter.

On the stock under the upper tang is found an assembly number
“116324”. Assembly numbers on the Model 1895 do not usually correspond
to the serial number or other numbers; by the time the model was in
production, only a fitting number was used on the stocks.

On the stock, under the buttplate, is found “95”, designating the
Model 1895, and the assembly number “15292”. A shallow hole is bored
under the buttplate to change and improve balance.

Stamped in the inside toe of the steel buttplate is the corresponding assembly

number “15292”. The same number, “15292”, is again seen on the left side - —
of the lower tang under the stock along with “XXX” and “CPS”. The [
“XXX” marking was used to alert the various Winchester workmen that o

special care was to be given to the fit and finish to all components of the -
rifle. When stocking a Winchester, “XXX” meant to select the fanciest A
wood, with the best grain flow as well as to give special care in fitting and e
polishing the various parts. The “CPS” marking designated the type of steel
used to make the receiver.







