
Special Order 1895 Second Model Rifle/Carbine Serial Number 398779 
 

I have carefully examined this rare rifle/carbine, inside and out, and 
have determined it is all original as made by Winchester. 

According to the remaining records, this serial number was assigned 
to this rifle/carbine in 1920. 

Outside barrel markings and caliber markings are correct and original.   
According to Winchester records, the Winchester proof marks, a “W” 

and a “P” superimposed in an oval, were first used on centerfire guns in 
1905 and were stamped on the barrel only.  By 1908, this proof mark was 
applied to barrels and receivers.  This proof mark is found on the front top of 
the receiver, and on the top of the barrel in front of the rear barrel band.  The 
caliber marking “.30 GOV. ’06.” is also seen on the front top of the receiver, 
just behind the proof mark. 

On the lever link is seen the Winchester general inspection mark “I” 
inside a triangle. 

On the receiver, near the trigger is a number “2” which is a fitter’s 
mark. 

On the bottom of the lower tang, a letter “B” is stamped which usually 
indicates minor engineering differences. 

Under the barrel is seen various markings stamped into the metal--“I” 
inside a triangle, along with the number “5” and the letter “L” (or “J”).  The 
number “5” and the letter “L” (or “J”) are the stamps of assemblers and/or 
fitters. 

Under the forend, on the receiver, we again find the marking “I” 
inside a triangle, and the number “6” which is the stamp of an assembler or 
fitter. 

Under the upper hand guard (which has no cutout to accommodate a 
rear sight as we see on standard carbines), on top of the barrel, there are 
threaded holes (with filler screws in place) to accommodate a rear carbine or 
musket-style sight, along with the caliber marking “30 GOVT.06”. 

Assembly numbers on the Model 1895 do not usually correspond to 
the serial number or other numbers; by the time the model was in 
production, only fitting numbers were used on the stocks.  On the front of 
the stock, in the receiver area, are found assembly numbers “68” and “37”. 
 


